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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): An image forming apparatus that can include a 
plurality of application programs applications that are usable on the image forming apparatus 
and that include at least one of a copy application program , a printer application program , and 
a FAX application program , the image forming apparatus comprising: 

a displaying part configured to display a screen used for selecting an application 
program on an operation display part of the image forming apparatus; and 

an assigning part configured to assign a selected application program that is selected 
on the screen to a function key when the function key is pushed, such that the selected 
application program is executed when the function key is later pushed after assigning of the 
selected application program has occurred; [[and]] 

a control part configured to launch the application program assigned to the function 
key when the function key is pushed[[,]]; 

a determination part configured to determine whether the function key is assigned a 
plurality of application programs or a single application program; 

if the determination part determines that a plurality of application programs are 
assigned to the function key and when the function key is pushed, the control part is 
configured to display a selection screen on the operation panel, for selecting an application 
program from among the plurality of application programs assigned to the function key, and 
launches an application selected on the selection screen; and 

if the determination part determines that a single application is assigned to the 
function key, the control part launches the single application without displaying the selection 
screen when the function key is pushed 
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wher e in, if a plurality of applications are assigned to th e function k e y, wh e n th e 
function k e y is push e d, th e control part displays a sel e ction scr ee n, on th e op e ration pan e l, for 
s e l e cting an application from among th e plurality of applications assign e d to th e function k e y, 
and launch e s an application s e l e ct e d on th e s e l e ction scr ee n, and 

if a singl e application is a s signed to th e function k e y, th e control part launch es th e 
singl e application without di s playing the se l e ction scre e n wh e n th e function k e y is pushed . 

Claim 2 (Original): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
function key is a hardware key. 

Claim 3 (Original): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
function key is a software key that is displayed on the operation display part of the image 
forming apparatus. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein assigning by the assigning part is performed when the image forming apparatus is in 
a mode for assigning the selected application program to the function key. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein, when assigning of the selected application program is performed, the image forming 
apparatus displays a guidance screen indicating an operation of the function key on the 
operation display part of the image forming apparatus. 
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Claim 6 (Original): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein the 
guidance screen includes an image of an operation panel of the image forming apparatus and 
an image for guiding a user to the function key. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein, when assigning of the selected application program is performed, the image forming 
apparatus displays a screen indicating the number of application s application programs 
assigned to the function key. 

Claim 8 (Canceled). 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 

the assigning part including: 

a part obtaining a function key ID corresponding to the pushed function key; and 
a part storing an application program ID of the selected application program and the 

obtained function key ID in which the application program ID is associated with the function 

key ID. 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 9, 
wherein, in addition to the function key ID, the image forming apparatus stores extension key 
IDs for identifying a plurality of applications application programs assigned to the function 
key. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein, when a function key to which a plurality of applications application programs are 
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assigned is pushed, the image forming apparatus displays a screen including the names of the 
plurality of applications application programs for a user to select one application program 
from the plurality of applications application programs . 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 
1 1, wherein the image forming apparatus displays application program status for each of the 
plurality of application s application programs . 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the image forming apparatus selects one application program from a plurality of 
application s application programs according to a number of times a user pushes a function 
key to which the plurality of applications application programs are assigned within a time 
period. 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 
10, wherein the image forming apparatus selects one application program from a plurality of 
applications application programs in which the one application program corresponds to an 
extension key ID that is the same as a number of times a user pushes the function key to 
which the plurality of applications application programs are assigned within a time period. 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): A method used for assigning an application program 
to a function key in an image forming apparatus that can include a plurality of applications 
application programs that are usable on the image forming apparatus and that include at least 
one of a copy application program , a printer application program , and a FAX application 
program , the method comprising: 
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displaying a screen used for selecting an application program on an operation display 
part of the image forming apparatus; and 

assigning a selected application program that is selected on the screen to a function 
key when the function key is pushed, such that the selected application program is executed 
when the function key is later pushed after assigning of the selected application program has 
occurred; [[and]] 

determining whether the function key is assigned a plurality of application programs 
or a single application program; 

if it is determined that a plurality of application programs are assigned to the function 
key and when the function key is pushed, displaying a selection screen on the operation 
display part, for selecting an application program from among the plurality of application 
programs assigned to the function key, and launching an application program selected on the 
selection screen; and 

if it is determined that a single application program is assigned to the function key, 
launching the single application program without displaying the selection screen when the 
function key is pushed 

launching th e application a s sign e d to th e function k e y when th e function k e y is 

push e d, 

wh e r e in, if a plurality of application s are assign e d to th e function key, wh e n th e 
function k e y i s pu s h e d, di s playing a selection s cr e en, on th e op e ration pan e l, for s e l e cting an 
application from among th e plurality of application s as s igned to th e function k e y, and 
launching an application sel e ct e d on the sel e ction s cr ee n, and 

if a singl e application is as s ign e d to th e function k e y, launching th e singl e application 
without displaying the selection scr e en when th e function k e y is pu s h e d . 
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Claim 16 (Original): The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the function key is 
a hardware key. 

Claim 17 (Original): The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the function key is 
a software key that is displayed on the operation display part of the image forming apparatus. 

Claim 18 (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the step 
of assigning is performed when the image forming apparatus is in a mode for assigning the 
selected application program to the function key. 

Claim 19 (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 1 5, wherein, when 
assigning of the selected application program is performed, the image forming apparatus 
displays a guidance screen indicating an operation of the function key on the operation 
display part of the image forming apparatus. 

Claim 20 (Original): The method as claimed in claim 19, wherein the guidance 
screen includes an image of an operation panel of the image forming apparatus and an image 
for guiding a user to the function key. 

Claim 21 (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein, when 
assigning of the selected application program is performed, the image forming apparatus 
displays a screen indicating the number of applications application programs assigned to the 
function key. 

Claim 22 (Canceled). 
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Claim 23 (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein, in the 
step of assigning, the image forming apparatus obtains a function key ID corresponding to the 
pushed function key; and stores an application program ID of the selected application 
program and the obtained function key ID in which the application program ID is associated 
with the function key ID. 

Claim 24 (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 23, wherein, in 
addition to the function key ID, the image forming apparatus stores extension key IDs for 
identifying a plurality of applications application programs assigned to the function key. 

Claim 25 (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein, when a 
function key to which a plurality of applications application programs are assigned is pushed, 
the image forming apparatus displays a screen including the names of the plurality of 
applications application programs for a user to select one application program from the 
plurality of applications application programs . 

Claim 26 (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 25, wherein the 
image forming apparatus displays application program status for each of the plurality of 
applications application programs . 

Claim 27 (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the 
image forming apparatus selects one application program from a plurality of applications 
application programs according to a number of times a user pushes a function key to which 
the plurality of applications application programs are assigned within a time period. 
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Claim 28 (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 24, wherein the 
image forming apparatus selects one application program from a plurality of application s 
application programs in which the one application program corresponds to an extension key 
ID that is the same as a number of times a user pushes the function key to which the plurality 
of applications application programs are assigned within a time period. 

Claims 29-42 (Canceled). 

Claim 43 (Currently Amended): A computer readable medium storing a computer 
program for causing an image forming apparatus to assign an application program to a 
function key, in which the image forming apparatus can include a plurality of applications 
application programs that are usable on the image forming apparatus and that include at least 
one of a copy application program , a printer application program , and a FAX application 
program , the computer program comprising: 

displaying a screen used for selecting an application program on an operation display 
part of the image forming apparatus; and 

assigning a selected application program that is selected on the screen to a function 
key when the function key is pushed, such that the selected application program is executed 
when the function key is later pushed after assigning of the selected application program has 
occurred; [[and]] 

determining whether the function key is assigned a plurality of application programs 
or a single application program; 

if it is determined that a plurality of application programs are assigned to the function 
key and when the function key is pushed, displaying a selection screen on the operation 
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display part, for selecting an application program from among the plurality of application 
programs assigned to the function key, and launching an application program selected on the 
selection screen; and 

if it is determined that a single application program is assigned to the function key, 
launching the single application program without displaying the selection screen when the 
function key is pushed 

launching the application assigned to th e function key when the function k e y is 

push e d, 

wherein, if a plurality of application s ar e as s igned to th e function k e y, wh e n th e 
function k e y is pu s hed, displaying a se l e ction scr ee n, on th e op e ration pan e l, for s e l e cting an 
application from among th e plurality of applications assigned to the function k e y, and 
launching an application s e l e cted on th e s e l e ction scre e n, and 

if a singl e application is a s sign e d to th e function key, launching the singl e application 
without displaying th e sel e ction scr ee n wh e n th e function k e y is pu s hed . 

Claim 44 (Original): The computer readable medium as claimed in claim 43, wherein 
the function key is a hardware key. 

Claim 45 (Original): The computer readable medium as claimed in claim 43, wherein 
the function key is a software key that is displayed on the operation display part of the image 
forming apparatus. 

Claim 46 (Currently Amended): The computer readable medium as claimed in claim 
43, wherein as s igning by the assigning program cod e m e ans is performed when the image 
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forming apparatus is in a mode for assigning the selected application program to the function 
key. 

Claim 47 (Currently Amended): The computer readable medium as claimed in claim 
43, further comprising wh e r e in the assigning program cod e m e ans di s plays displaying a 
guidance screen indicating an operation of the function key on the operation display part of 
the image forming apparatus. 

Claim 48 (Original): The computer readable medium as claimed in claim 47, wherein 
the guidance screen includes an image of an operation panel of the image forming apparatus 
and an image for guiding a user to the function key. 

Claim 49 (Currently Amended): The computer readable medium as claimed in claim 
43, wh e r e in th e assigning program cod e m e an s displays further comprising displaying a 
screen indicating the number of applications application programs assigned to the function 
key. 

Claim 50 (Currently Amended): The computer readable medium as claimed in claim 
49, wher e in th e a s signing program code m e ans displays further comprising displaying a 
screen indicating that the function key cannot be assigned to the selected application program 
if the number of applications application programs assigned to the function key already 
reaches a limit number. 

Claim 51 (Currently Amended): The computer readable medium as claimed in claim 
43, th e assigning program code m e ans including further comprising : 
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program code m e ans for obtaining a function key ID corresponding to the pushed 
function key; and 

program code means for storing an application program ID of the selected application 
program and the obtained function key ID in which the application program ID is associated 
with the function key ID. 

Claim 52 (Currently Amended): The computer readable medium as claimed in claim 
5 1 , wherein, in addition to the function key ID, th e assigning program cod e m e ans stor e s 
storing extension key IDs for identifying a plurality of applications application programs 
assigned to the function key. 

Claim 53 (Canceled). 

Claim 54 (Currently Amended): The computer readable medium as claimed in claim 
43, wherein the application program status for each of the plurality of applications application 
programs is displayed. 

Claim 55 (Currently Amended): The computer readable medium as claimed in claim 
43, th e comput e r program further comprising: 

program code m e ans for selecting one application program from a plurality of 
applications application programs according to a number of times a user pushes a function 
key to which the plurality of applications application programs are assigned within a time 
period. 



12 



Application No. 10/798,437 

Reply to Advisory Action of March 3, 2010 

Claim 56 (Currently Amended): The computer readable medium as claimed in claim 
52, th e comput e r program further comprising: 

program code mean s for selecting one application program from a plurality of 
application s application programs in which the one application program corresponds to an 
extension key ID that is the same as a number of times a user pushes the function key to 
which the plurality of applications application programs are assigned within a time period. 

Claim 57 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein, when the function key is pushed for the assigning of the selected application 
program , the image forming apparatus displays a screen indicating that the function key 
cannot be assigned to the selected application program if the number of application s 
application programs assigned to the function key already reaches a limit number. 
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